THIS book presents in clear, concise language a summary of the literature on epidural analgesia and an honest account of the author's experience of one thousand personal administrations.
If this book had been published before the advent of the muscle relaxants it would certainly have been a best seller, but the ease with which an intravenous injection of relaxant can be given will tend to push the more difficult epidural injection into the background. The author prefers to give soluble thiopentone, nitrous oxide and oxygen before performing the epidural injection.
The only printing error I could find is in the second example of dosage calculation (page 82), where the minus signs should be plus signs.
One might critcise testing for subarachnoid block by asking the patient to move his legs when using 1/600 Nupercaine, which, as the author points out (page 19), does not affect the heavily myelinated motor fibres. The pitfalls and complications of the technique are courageously discussed. The work is thoroughly documented and there are numerous references at the end of each chapter. It can be thorouglhly recommended to anyone wvishing to study the technique afresh.
W. M. B.
